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Become data-driven, boost your business
We would like to inform you about the progress of our project, the results and the continuation! 

ǒFutures by Design - Project Overview(UK)

ǒData sciencewithin the SMEs
inspiration sessionby JheronimusAcademy of Data Science (NL)

ǒFutures by Design - Flanders approach and cases (B)

ǒQ&A

ǒBreak & market place

www.futuresbydesign.net



FUTURES BY DESIGN: OUTCOMES

FUTURES BY DESIGN INTRODUCTION

Andrew Thomson



FUTURES BY DESIGN: OUTCOMES

FBD AIMS, PARTNERS, OUTLINE

Originally 2019 -2022 E4.461m

Extension 2022-2023 + to  E5.386m

Extension aims:

1. Secure better SME engagement 

2. Develop basis for legacy / capitalisation
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FBD AIMS, PARTNERS, OUTLINE

Interreg North Sea Region Project

BELGIUM ANTWERP OMC, Blenders, Sirris (to 2021)

GERMANY OSTERHOLZ AteneKom, UNGNWG GmbH

NETHERLANDSGRONINGEN University of Groningen Spatial Sciences, NHL Stenden, 

Northern Knowledge (to 2021)

FRYSLAN ProvinsjeFryslan

DEN BOSCHE JADS

SWEDEN HALLAND Alexanderson Institute

UK CAMBRIDGE Anglia Ruskin University
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FBD AIMS, PARTNERS,OUTLINE

OBJECTIVES:

ü to enable less prosperous SMEs, in regions of lower economic success, to innovate, grow or 
increase productivity

ü to support SMEs to become more data-driven and better informed about the economic, 
technological, policy and supply chain changes that will shape their futures. 

ü to create a virtual transnational horizon-scanning and knowledge transfer (HSKT) hub connecting 
6 real hubs in each region to support sustainable SME growth, innovation and productivity. 
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FBD AIMS, PARTNERS,OUTLINE

DETAILED OBJECTIVES

1. Developing transnational data driven support service model (HSKT-hub) for  

struggling SMEs

2. Establishing data-driven support tools for regional SMEs

3. Connecting SMEs to regional data-driven support hubs and creating a sustainable 

operation through evaluation



FUTURES BY DESIGN: OUTCOMES

FBD AIMS, PARTNERS, OUTLINE

OUTPUTS
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RESULTS

REGION COMPLETED G P I

CAMBRIDGE 31 31 30 31

ANTWERP 29 7 29 25

HALLAND 43 13 41 48

OSTERHOLZ 20 0 9 20

FRYLSAN / GRONINGEN 32 13 28 29

155 64 137 153 

G GROWTH

P PRODUCTIVITY

I INNOVATION



FBD SME PROJECTS FINALISING

At 30 September:

1027 SMEs engaged with FBD

256 Self Evaluations

190 Project starts

155 Completing with FBD RESULTS

364 RESULTS

FUTURES BY DESIGN: OUTCOMES



Data sciencewithin the SMEs
Maaike Blok

Matthijs Bookelmann



MunicipalityΨǎ-Hertogenbosch

ProvinceNoord-Brabant

Tilburg University
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TU Eindhoven

JADS ςmade possibleby:



Where did the hype come from?



Fromdata sciencehype.. to value
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Referenties: Davenport, T. H., & Patil, D. J. (2012)



Data & Data Sciencearoundus
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Why is Data Sciencejust
now relevant?

More computing power

There is more computing power in computers 
to store, process and transmit the data

BIGGEST DRIVES

More data

Thereis more data than ever

New analysingmethods

There are more advanced analytical 
technologies to turn data into information 
(Data Science)

Referenties: McAfee, A., Brynjolfsson, E., Davenport, T. H., Patil, D. J., & Barton, D. (2012), Jaakkola, H., 

Henno, J., Mäkelä, J., & Thalheim, B. (2019), Venturini, T., Jensen, P., & Latour, B. (2015)
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Sowhat is the problem?
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Smaller companies do not have 
the knowledge and resources 

to apply data science 
themselves

The company often does not 
know where to start with data-

driven working

The added value of working 
with data is not immediately 

seen

A lot of great things are being developed, but far too little applied, why?


